
What is your 
dream classroom?	






The Power of Choice:  
Increasing Student 
Engagement & Motivation
   BPS Professional Development - Jeffrey Bernadt	


@JBernadt   jeffrey.bernadt@bpsne.net	




Lets Stay Connected	


• Tweet questions to 
@JBernadt using 
#bellevuepd



HOW? 





Inspiration
+

Support



@jennykbps

@annfeldmann1

@catlett1

My Family

BPS Tech Trainers

My Colleagues
@MrsJCalrso

n









IEP for Every Student

Students Choose their 	

Path to Learning

Students Choose their 	

Evidence of Learning

Student Reflection

Timely & Personal 
Feedback



Let Go!



Why?



Why 
Choice?





The Ultimate Challenge -	

Engage ALL Students!





Creating Learners!  





Students Who 
Create!  





Makes	

Differentiation 

Easier



More One on One 
with Students

Timely & Personal 
Feedback

=





Students Want It!





Student  
Freedom & Choice

Teacher Control

My Struggle



My Solution

Choice Days
Activity Days





Students Choose their 	

Path to Learning

The Goals: 
1) Help students understand what works for 
them to answer the question:  How do I learn? 	

2) Get students to own their learning!  



The Question Teachers 
Must Ask

What are the different ways my students could 
learn this particular concept or skill?  



Textbook

Different Types of Readings

Small Group Seminar

Video Lectures

Websites

My Big Five



Students Choose their 
Evidence of Learning



The Question My Students 
Must Constantly Answer 

How am I going to prove I understand 
the objective?



Graphic Organizers Raps

Stories

Movies/Videos

Posters

Songs
Drawings

Tests/Quizzes

Games

Creative Writing

Expository Writing

Diary/Journal

Letters

Conversations
Political Cartoons

PowerPoints/Keynotes

Build
Comic Strips

Worduals

Summaries

Poems



How to get started?
• Pick one lesson/topic	


✦Choose a lesson/topic/concept that you 
don’t feel you have a great lesson plan	


• Think about 2 or 3 ways students could 
learn the material (textbook, readings, video, 
small group, websites)	


• Create some different ways that students 
could show their learning 



 

THE KOREAN WAR CAFE 

Path to Learning Options 
#1 - View the Mr. B’s Video Lecture on the Korean War on the iPad 

#2 – Read the Overview of the Korean War reading 

#3 – Take part in a small group mini-lecture with Mr. B where you 
will learn about the causes and results of the war along with 

Evidence of Learning Options 

#2 – Create your own notes over the Korean War and write a one-
paragraph summary explaining the causes and results of the war 

#3 – Write a poem, song or rap describing the Korean War 

Welcome to the Korean War learning center in G-12.  Your job 
today is to learn about the Korean War.  You get to choose your path 

to learning about the war and how you show your evidence of 
learning.  Below are your choices.  You must choose at least 1 Path 

to Learning & 1 Evidence of Learning.  Enjoy! 

#1 – Create a visual representation of the Korean War that shows 
both the causes of the war and the final result of the war 

 

#5 – Complete the reading activity Read-Set-Go-Whoa that must 
include the causes and results of the war.   

#4 – Create a timeline of the Korean War that includes the causes, 
major events, people, and results of the war.   

#4 – Read about the Korean War in your textbook using 
Chapter 19 Section 3.   





Do I Always Give Students 
Choice?



Other Ways to Provide Choices

• Students create discussion questions or 
topics for discussions	


!

• Project topic or format	

!

• Will they work individual, in partners, or 
in a small group?	

!

• Where they will work?	




BIGGEST RESULT

Increase in 
Metacognition 



Lessons Learned

Must Balance 
Freedom 	


with Structure

Failure is an 	

Option!

Consistently Ask Students 	

for Feedback



What can you do right 
now?  

Start Giving 
Kids Choices 

NOW!!





Questions??


